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TALAAT SAYS TURKS
- FIGHT FOR LIFR

Most P_oWe_rfu] -Ottoman Minis-
ter Declares Conflict Was |
Forced on Them. |

SAYS HOLY WAR IS A FACT

“Sorrowful .Eyes of All Islam’ Turned
to Turkey—Persia's Pres-
ent State a Warning.

CONSTANTINOPLE, Feb. 17, (via
Lcndon.)—Turkey declared war with-
out being urged by Germany or impelled
by any other influence® save those of the
Empire; she engaged in military opera-
ticns only when actions on the part of
Russia and Great Britain made de-
fensive . measures necessary, and to-
day Turkey has taken all the steps
needful to carry the war through.

“The holy war is not menacing!
Christians, but the holy war is a fact|
which the enemies of the Mohammedan |
world should bear in mind. Christians |
in the Ottoman Empire who are partici- |
pating in the destinies of their country
are mnot suffering from conditions!
brought about by the present state of
affairs, and any statements to the con-
trary are a result of British, French
and Russian intrigues, the purpose of
which is to direct against Turkey the
pressure of neutral countries of lower
standing in the Ottoman world.”

The foregoing are among statements
made to The Associated .Press to-day
by Talaat -Bey when questioned con-
cerning the political and military situa-
.tion in Turkey. Talaat Bey today fills
the posts of Minister of the Interior,
Minister of Finance and Minister of Ma~
rine in the Cabinet. Two weeks ago, in
addition to these offices, he was also
Minister of War, which gave him the’
‘four most important portfolios in the
administration. He is a Young Turk
l'and is undgubtedly the most important
man in Turkey at the present time. His
advice is heeded everywhere, and he
[ virtually directs the public affairs of the
I Ottoman Empire.
¢ -To the correspondent of The Asso-
i ciated Press Talaat complained of the
attitude of foreign newspapers, includ-
ing the American-press, which, he said,
were oblivious alike of the position of

Turkey under the pressure of the En-
tente powers and of the efforts of the'
Young Turks to accomplish the reforms |
associated with that party. !

- On land and sea alike the Russians |
and the British provoked hostilities,’
Talaat Bey declared. * Our action was |
finaily the result of efforts to bottle .
up our fleet by mining the entrance to
the Bosporus.

‘“ Turkey is prepared to carry on the
war to the end of the Furopean con-'
flict. The fact that we a.r(lej able to |
face the enemy on four fronts simulta- -
neously against forces three or four:
times as great as ours, and to mobilize
at the same time an army of more than
1,000,000 men for a reserve, is for us, as
well as for our allies, a matter of the
greatest importance, and for our allies
a.. precious advantage.’

"The interview then turned to the holy
war. Answering a question on this
subject, Talaat Bey said the holy war
was a fact, in spite of the claims of the
enemy, and he added-  that the Chris-
tians were the enemies of the Musspl-
mwan world, Questioned concerning
the oft-mentioned_* reprisal policy,” the
Minister answered :

*“Turkey decided at the outbreak of
hostilities just what retaliatory meas-
ures she would employ 1n case the pow-
ers of the Triple Entente acted con-
trary to the regulations set down by
international law.

% Russia is our hereditary enemy, and
Great Britain is the power which sub-
jugated Islam,” the Minister said.
“ Nothing demonstrates the enthusiasm.
of the people so well as the formation :
of ‘volunteer regiments in all corners of|
our immense Impire. '

‘“ All the sorrowful eyes of Islam are,
today turned toward the Turks, who,
since their appearance upon the historic
scene, always have been the benevolentJ
champions of the disciples of Moham-.
med and _ all Asiatics generally. ‘r'he
success of Ottoman arms can have but|
one result-—the rising of all Mussul-|
mans subject to the dominion of Russia, !
France and Great. Britain. Persia is a'
living symbol of what Turkey would,
have become if we had not taken part:
in the present war.” !

The conversation was then turned to
the military resources of Turkey, and!
in this connection Talaat Bey was wil-
ling to discuss, although guardedly, the
political and military situation of Tur-,
key's allies. «n this connection he said:

““ This situation appears to e ex-;
cellent from every viewpoint, even ad-
mirable. I am not competent to judge
of military matters, All T know is that
)the Germans are fizhting continnously

and advantageously on ¥rench and Rus-
sisn territory in such a manner that
their enemies do not dare go from the
defensive to the offensive. ublic opin-
ion in Turkey concerning the naval op-
erations of the Germans is simply over-
come with astonishment; the audacious
offensive at sea of the Germans llxas
provoked our legitimate admiration.’

The relations of Turkey with the Bal-
kan States was dismissed by Talaat
‘Bey with these words: E

‘“Turkey has most cordial relations
with Bulgaria, sincere relations with
Rumania, and good relations with
Greece, Servia and Montenegro do not
count.’”’

FLED BEFORE THE TURKS.

Plight of Destitute Christians Re-
ported to Mission Board.

The Presbyterian Board of Foreign
Missions received information by cable
yvesterday to the effect that there are
in Tabriz 20,000 refugees who fled from
Urumia on the approach of the Turkish
and Kurdish troops. These people are
in need of relief. The board gave out a
letter received from the Rev. J. D. Bar-
nard, an English missionary in Turkey,
which said:

‘ Practically the entire Christian
population of the Urumia Plain and
neighboring “districts were in flight as
we left. As far as the eye could reach
in both directions there was a constant
stream of fugitives, sometimes so dense
that the road was Dblocked. It was a
dreadful sight, and one 1 never want to
see again. Many old people and chil-
Adren died on the way.” .

From Syria the board has received
information that British and French
| missionaries have been driven out, and
 that only the American and Italian

missions remain. The Danish missiona-
lries have been forced to leave Damas-

cus. .
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"HANG A BISHOP
~ IN OUR MISSION

Turkish Regular Troops at
.. Urumiah Also Kill Four
Orthodox Priests.

A MISSIONARY IS BEATEN

- ——

Mr. Allen Insulted—Dr. Packard
Risks Life by Showing Flag
and Averting Massacre.

WOMEN TAKEN AS "SLAVES

JMen Murdered by Turks and Kurds
! eChristians Held Out Till Their
j Ammunition Was Gone.

. TIFLIS, Wednesday, March 24, (via
Petrograd and London, March 25.)—Tel-
‘egramg and letters reaching here from
Urumiah, Northwestern Persia, de-
gcribe the situation of the American
Presbyterian Mission stationed there as
desperate. Turkish regular troops and
Kurds are persecuting and massacring
Christians.

Dr. Harry P. Packard, the doctor of
the missionary station at Urumiah of
the Board of Foreign Missions of the
Presbyterian Church, risked his life in
& successful effort to prevent a fright-
¥ul massacre at Geogtopa, where 3,000
Pergian Christians made their Ilast
Btand. They had fought for three days,
and all their ammunition was gone. At
this juncture Dr. Packard unfurled an
ZAmerican flag and advanced between
the lines. His act resulted in the sav-
ing of all but 200 of the Persian Chris-
tians, who had been burned in a church.

Fifteen thousand Christians have
taken refuge under the protection of
the American Mission station, while
2,000 are at the French Mission.

A dispatcn received at Tiflis from
!Grumiah yesterday said that seventy
Turkish regular troops had entered the
Snission, hanged tne Orthodox Bishop,
Mar Ella, and four Urthodox clergy-
men, and beaten and insulted a mis-
gionary named Allen. Shortly before
that sixty refugees had been dragged
from the French Mission and executed
In gpite of the pleas of the numns.

Slain in Groups of Five.

At Culpashan the Kurds were particu-
lerly cruel. This was the last of a total
©of 103 villages to hoi¢ out, and it was
Iocc‘upied a month age. The Kurds or-
dered all the male citizents into the
streets, tied them in groups of five,
marched them to the graveyard, and
Xkilled them barbarously to the last boy.
Girl babies and tne oider women were
then executed with great atrocity, while
the younger women were carried away
as slaves.

As a result of the war 12,000 Persian
Christians are taking refuge in the Cau-
casus, some 17,000 are described as in
imminent danger at the Urumiah Mis-
‘sions, while 20,000 are dead or missing.

ermore, much property has been
destroyed. 3 .
. The Christians fought their assailants
Yravely, and as long as they had am-
snunition they were victorious.

The missionaries are untiring 1n their
efforts to help the people, and they are

ending money to this end freely. In

»umiah they are disbursing the equiv-
alent of $400 daily.

Pisease is prevalent among the

refugees.
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the mountain passes in freezing weather.
At Dilimman.they were joined by many
iore from : Salmas plain.’ - But _for
Father de Cross of the Romin Catholic
Mission at Hosrova, near liere, the dis:
aster might have bceome historic.. After

assuring the safefy of the sisters of the
mission, Father:de -Cross joined ‘the- pil-
grims and managed to secure bread and
shelter for many of them.. .

-The caravansaries~ were so. crowded
that few persons could- lie down ia
them, and thousands slept in the mud
and the snow., Children were born on
‘the roadside or in the corner of - a
caravansary. o

Arriving -at Julfa, on the Russian
border, passport difficulties ddded -to
the troubles of the fleeing people. Mad-
dened women threw their children into
the Araxes River or into pools in order
to end their sufferings from cold and
hunger. - . ' Lo

TFather de Cross had to put his back
against a wall to fight off the famished:
mob when he began distributing bread.
The. mud and cold and the shelterless
nights, during which the -garments of
the refugees were frozen knee high,
continued for three weeks, until the
people were. slowly dispersed by_rail.
Meantime, hundreds of them had not
slept under a roof -or -near a fire. .

J¢aac Yonan, a graduate of the Louis-
ville (I$y.) Theological Seminary, -was
among the refugees. He kept a diary,
of the happenings during the exodus.
This relates ihat.among the refugees
from Urumiah were an old man and his
two daughters-in-law; with their six chil-
dren, three of them babes in arms. - The
oldest child was 9 years old. They were
eight days on the way, averaging twen-
ty miles daily through the mud. The
old man became stuck fast in a pool and
at his own request was left there to
die.. One woman gave birth to a child
during the mmarch and an hour afteward
was again plodding along with the other
refugees. . .

Two of the children were lost in a
caravansary, but were taken up by, Cos-
cacks along with Torty other persons.
The soldiers displayed great humanity,
often giving up  their horses to the
women.

One voung woman - carried her father
for five days, when he died. A woman
was found dead by the roadside with
her infant, still living, wrapped up in
her clothing. ) .

In a single day twenty persons died
“in the railway station at Nakhitchevan,
across the border in Russia. The cn-
tire casualties aggregated hundreds.
People died unheeded and unmournea:
in fact. those who died secemed to be
renvied by the living. |

GREAT EXODUS OF CHRISTIANS

Thousands Suffered Greatest Hard-
ships to Escape Enemies.

DITATAN., Persia. April 24, (via Petro- '
zrad to London, April 26.—The exodus,
of from 20,000 to 30,000 Armenians and
Nestorian Christians from Azerbaijan |
Province, the massacre of over 1,500 of
those who were unable to flee, the death
iirom disease of 2,000 in the compounds |
of tha American mission in Urumiah, |
and possibly of an equal number of |
| refugees 1 the Caucasus nave been con- !
| firmed. ) :

When it became known oh the night of
Jan. 1 and 2 that the Russian forces had
left Urumiah about 10,000 Christians
fled. most of “them without money,
redding, or provisions. Vehicles and
camels and donkeys were for hire ouiy
at prices at which they might previously
have heen hought.

‘A majoritvy of the people, started out
afoot., through mud knee-deep, AcCross
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SAYS TURKS AIDED
REGENT MASSACRES

Troops Allowed Kurds to Kill
Hundreds, American Mis-
sionary Reporis.

RUSSIA THE SOLE HOPE

Occupation of Persia Alone Can Save
Situation, a Missionary
Writes.

More than 800 native Christians have
been massacred by Kurds, and not less
than 2,000 have died of disease at Uru-
miah, Persia, according to information
received by the Presbyterian Board of
Foreign Missions vesterday. The
Turkish soldiers are accused of aiding
or permitting the massacres. Two let-
ters were received from Dr. W. S. Van-
neman, head of the Presbyterian Mis-
sion Hospital at Tabriz, who is the
Chairman of the relief committee ap-
pointed by the American Consul. Be-

neman wrote to his wife, who is in
Salem, N. J., rather than to the board
itself. His letters were sent to the
board by Mrs. Vanneman. In a letter
of March 14 Dr. Vanneman wrote:

“ About ten days ago the Kurds in
Salmas, with the permission of the
Turkish troops, gathered all the Nesto-
rian and Armenian men remaining
there, it is reported about 800. Four
hundred were sent to Khosrova and 400
to Haft Dewan under the pretense of
giving them bread. They were held a
few days and then all of them tortured
and massacred. Many oif the women
and children were taken away and mal-
treated. ‘This happened a day or two
before the advancing Ruyssian Army
tock Salmas.

““We are very anxious about Urumiah.
A letter dated March 1, from Dr. Shedd
(the Rev, Dr. W. A, Shedd of Marietta,
Ohio) came_ through by messenger two
days ago. He said things were getting
worse. Gulpashan, which hitherto had
not been disturbed by the Kurds, as it
had not fought against_them, had been
plundered and ruined. I think this was
the only village which remained. Fifty-
one of the most prominent men of this
village were taken out at night to the
cemetervy and shot. The women and
&irls who cou:d not escape were violat-
ed. This was done by the Turkish
soldiers.

“ Forty men had _been taken from the
Roman Catholic Mission in Urumiah
City, kept prisoners a few days. then
were taken at night two miles from the
city and shot. .

*"Dr. Shedd asked the American Con-

sul at Tabriz to come to Urumiah. but

cause of the strict censorship Dr. Van-.

after consulting with three other Con-!
suls here it was decided jt would be
impossible to get through. Mr. Paddock
has, telegraphed every possible place for
assistance, We can do nothing more.

** We hear, but do not know if it is
true, that the mission in Urumiah has|
been forced to pay $40,000 as a ransom |
for the refugees, and we fear it is true.
Dr. Shedd writes that not less than 80
had been murdered in Urumiah and not
less than 2,000 had died of disease. This
applies to Christians only. This is a
very large per cent., as more than half
of the Christians fled to Russia.”

I"'nder date of March 21 Dr. Vanne-
man_ wrote:

‘“We are more anxious than ever
about Urumiah. On the 17th_ Turkish
troops attacked our mission and the Ro-
man Catholic Mission and took five na-
tive Russian priests from_ our_com-
pound and treated them badly. We do
not know yet if they were killed. Mr.
Allen was also treated badly because he
had sent out three messengers. The
gates of the Catholic Mission were
burned and they were all in great dan-
ger. We received word from Ambassa-
30!‘ Morgenthau that orders had been
sent to Urumiah to protect Christians.
but the order was just too late. We are
working to get all the remaining Chris-
tians away from Urumiah.

*“ Some of the native Christian preach-
ers have been crucified and some
burned, but these were of other denomi-
nations.

*“If the Russian troups should be
withdrawn again, every Christian would
have to leave Tabriz. We have received
$6,000 for relief and have spent at least
815,000, 1f the people have to be moved
from_U'rumiah and then fed, you can
imagine what an expense it will be.

1 do not believe the real condition
of affairs is comprehended in Amerjoa,
It is practically the extermination of
the Syrians (Nestorians) and very bhad
for the Armenians also. The only hope
is occupation by Russia.”
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AWAIT EXPULSION OF KURDS.

iThous‘ands of Christians Want to
| Return to Persia.

TIFLIS, Transcaucasia. Saturday,
March 27, Correspondence of The Asso-
ciated Press.)—Many . thousands of the
Assyrian inhabitants of the country west
of lL.ake Urumiah have had to flee be-
fore the coming of the raiding Kurds.
Some 45,000 or 50,000 of these people a
few months ago occupied the smiling
gardens on the lake shores. Now 12,000
are refugees in Russia and some 15,000
or 17,000 toow refuge under the pro-
tection of Dr. Harry P. Packard of the
American Presbyterian Mission at Uru.
miah. His successful efforts in their
bhehalf already have been told by cable.
His name will survive in Assyrian tra-
ditions. .

The members of the Central Committee
of the Assyrian or Chaldean Christians
are awaiting only one thing, the réturn
of the Russians, to endeaver to recon-
struct into a safe communily this rem-

nant of the .ancient-.empire of Nineveh.
The committeemen fled with their famil-
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rincreased.

jes.” They can ‘only hope today that some

of _their relatives will be returned to
them from Kurdish enslavement. Those
who-did not escape, or were made slaves,
perished.- i

The committeemen speak English flu-

ently, and were at one time ‘prosperous
merchants. This was before their little
tribe was gripped by the cogs of the
great war. .
"~ Until "American’ missions were estab-
lished in the Urumiah country the As-
syrians maintained  their religious tra-
ditions by semi-annual reading from half
a dozen cherished parchment New Testa-
ments, taking the additional- precau-
tion of requiring the more gifted youth
to memorize_the whole of their sacred
literature. With mission schools and
hospitals, enlightenment and prosperity
The Assyrian villages were
as famous for neatness and comfort as
theirr gardens were for fertility. Further
encourggement and protection were
brought by the Russians, who came into
the country about nine years ago.

*The Assyrians took sides with the
Russians in this war, while the Moham-
medans turned to the Turks and Ger-
many. Organized and drilled by Rus-
sian officers, the Assyrians rendered val-
uable services by fortifying some of
their villages and guarding_the caravan
roads to Urumiah. About 250 werc reg-
ularly enlisted. the Central Committee
supplving the funds. TLater, 2,000 or
2,000 volunteers were under arms and
had some training.

Toward the end of December the Rus-
sians and Assyrians defeated a large
body of Kurds, inflicting a loss esti-
mated at 500.

Fleeing before Impending ‘massacre.
3,000 of the Assyrians gathered at a
strong village, Geogtapa, and held their
ground five days with a loss of seventy
men.
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RUSSIANS OCCUPY URUMIAH.

Drive Turks from District Where
Massacres Took Place.

PETROGRAD, (via London,) May 28.
—Urumiah, Persia, has been occupied
by the Russians after an engagement
with the Turks in the direction of
Dilman and near Bachkala, according
to a statement issued by the General
Staff of the Army of the Caucasus.

Urumiah, in ~ Azerbaijan Province,
with a population of about 50,000, is a
centre of missionary activity. It is the
seat of Fiske Seminary for Girls and
of Urumiah College. For weeks the
missionaries stationed there, as well as
many thousands of Assyrian Christians,
have been in grave danger from attack
by Kurds and Turks. Between 15,000
and 17,000 natives are reported to have
placed themselves under the protection
of Dr. Harry P. Packard of the Amer-
ican Presbyterian Mission, at least
12,000 have taken refuge in the Cau-
casus, and it has been estimated that
20,000 are dead or missing.

The entire Urumiah district has been
terrorized by wandering bands of Kurds
and by Turkish regulars. Appeals have
peen made to the American State De-
partment to take measures for the pro-
tection of American missionarles, and
the Russian Government has been urged
to make every effort possible to occupy
the district. There have been man¥y

reports of atrocities and the wholesale
slaughter of natives. The Christians
have resisted the attacks of the Kurds
as vigorously as possible, but have been
handicapped by a lack of guns and am-
munition.
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Christians Who Are Vic-
tims of Moslems.

ARE DYING OF STARVATION

Their Plight Parallels‘Thaf gf the
Serbs and Armenians, Bishop
Greer's Committee Reports.

_Sixteen bishops of the Protestant'
Episcopal Church in the United States'
issued an appeal yesterday in behalf of
a group of Nestorian Christians of
Assyria. Headed by Bishop Greer of
New York the bishops who signed the
appeal bring'for the first time, it is
stated, to the attention of the people’
of this country the story of the battle.
for life ont the plains of Kurdistan of
an entire peopie, a struggle which the
bishops add “went on practically with-
out the knowiledge of Europe or Amer- .
ica, and which ended in the complete "
idestruction of 1,000 Christian tribesmen
rand the reduction to destitution of 100,-
000 more.”

The appeal continues:

‘““The Assyrian Christians are of
Syriac origin and are related racially
_to the Syrians.- For centuries they have
‘lived along the borders of Turkey, Per-
|sia and Russia, chiefly in the high
‘rdnges to the east of the Tigris Valley
and north of Arabia. At the beginning
of the war, according to the first news
of any completéness which is just reach-
ing America through missionary sources,
[the Turks and the Kurdish tribes in
i Persia attacked the Assyrian Chris-
‘tians without warning. These latter,
'most of them herasmen and farmers of
sturdy stock and persistent traditions,
were able in some cases to retreat to
'plateau fastnesses, selling their lives as
dearly as possible, but failing to pro-
tect their families from the brutality of
the Kurds and the lower class Turks.

** While the world was watching tne
more spectacular fortunes of war in
Western Europe and along the Russian
front an epic battie took place on the
heights of Eastern Asia, as full of
dramatic incidents and heroic fighting
agaiunst odds, perhaps, as has ever oc-
curred. The fragmentary accounts of
this struggle, which was protracted for
months, now reaching this country and
"England, indicate that when the full
story is Known tine tragic history of
Serbians and Armenians will be found
| to have been duplicated in a region wn-
i urely out of the main path of the world
rwar.

** The most significant fact brought
out in these reports concerns the needs
jof 100,000 refugees, chiefly women and
children who, leit to die by the Kurds
‘and Turks, have struggled together in
| pitiably desperate bands to the lower
' villages of Kurdistant, where they are
icared for by Ilussian and Awmerican and
in some spots German relief agencies.
. These agencies have sent appeals which
‘have reached the American Committee
‘for Armenian and Syrian Relief, at 70’
Fifth Avenue, which has undertaken to |
'send supplies. Already more than §115,~
00 has been sent. A large share of this
was contributed by the Rockefeller
Foundation, and most of it has pought
'rations of bread and salt for thousands
of relugees.

“*Anotner letter says: ‘Christians are
living in barns and stables. They are
so lean und emaclated that death will
get at them wholesale.’

**One of the letters from Asia Minor
on which the bishops hase their appeal
says: * These people are dying ror actual
Jack of nounshwent. ‘Tnose who are
sick and those wno are well are ali
huddled together under a few yuiits, in
some cases the wife or the daughter
buries the family dead. Many of them
are so lLghtly covered that very soon
the dogs get them out.’ ™ .

The appeal of the bishops, which re-
lates further detuils of the condition of
the refugees, is signed by:

David . Greer, Lishop of New York;
Charles 8. Burch. Suffragan Bishop of
New York: James De \olf Perry, Jr.,
Rishop of Rhode Istund; Willlam Law-
rence, Bisnop of Massachusetts; Samuel
G. Babcock, Sulfragan Bishop of Mas-
sachusetls: Irederick Burgess, Bishop
of Loug Island; Philip M. Rhinelander,
Bishop of Pennsylavnia; "Thomas
Garland, Suffragan Bishop of Pennsyl-
vania; William T. Manning, Rector of
Trinity Parish, New York; Edwin 8.
Linez, Bishop of Newark; Chauncey B.
Brewster, Bishop of Connecticut,
Thomus F., Davies, Bishop of Western
Masszchusetts; William A. Leonard,
Bishop of Ohio; Charles T. Olmsted,
Bishop of Central New York; Richard

. Nelson, Bishop of Albany; W. R.
Stearly, Suffragan Bishon of Newark,
and Paul Matthews, Bishop of New
Jersey. -

FLOCK TO FLOWER- SHOW.

Natural History Museum Crowded
in Last Day of Annual Exhibit.

The rain and the fact that President
Wilson was in the city are the reasons
given by the managers of the Horticult-
ural Society Flower Show at the Muse-
um of Natural History for the fafure of
the attendance yesterday to come up to
the Sunday afternoon of the show. ga
yvear ago. Before the show closed its
doors at 3 o'clock yesterday 64,994 per-
sons’ had passed through the doors, as
against 85,593, the record of the Sunday
last year. The total attendance since the
opening on Thursday, however, broke
last season’s record. At the 1915 show
194,024 persons came to view the.flow-
ers. This year 199,093 persons wers in
attendance. 3

All day long a stream of persong,
mostly women and children, entered the
building and slowly passed in line be-
fore the exhibits. The main attrac-
tion was the magnificent exhibit of
chrysanthemums in the centre of the
main hall. The table decoration exhibit
also came in for much favorable com-
ment. When 5 o'clock and closing time
came there were $0 many in the hall

that it took the attendants & quarter of
an hour to get them all out.
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FIVE MILLIONS ARE NEEDED

a

=

Prganized Campaign to Collect This

Has Been Organized for
Thanksgiving.

Wl £

;;.;gha United States colller Caesar is
due in New York this weeck to take on
®, Christmas cargo of food and clothing
guppliea for the starving people of Ar-
menla and Syria A statement issued
gesterday by the American Committee,
-lln' charge of the fund, says that to
dete the committee has raised $2.018,-
$02.88 and, of this sum, $2.000,000 h@as
};_e,en applied to the relief of 2,000,000
Armen.an, Syrian, and Assyrian war
sufferers in the Near East.
f‘%," By sending America’'s 1916 Christ-
‘mas ship,” the statement adds, * the
@ommittee’s relief work will approach
& scale slightly more nearly adequate
t5.the starvation demands. The Christ-
thas ship will leave New York early
tp December with a cargo of food and
new clothing, costing more than a quar-
ter of a milllon dollars, and will be
Sonowed after lits departure by in-’
Sreased efforts to continue the saving
gf Armenians and Syrians from starva-
{ion by the cabling of further funds
direct to distribution centres.
3¢ Altoguiner tile committee, basing its
e on cabled reports from its agents,
estimates that $5.000,000 Is necessary
merely to keep alive the women and
children survivors. An organized cam-
paign to collect the balance of this
$5.000,000 has been arranged for Thanks-
%}vmg when, in pursuance of- the
President’s proclamation calling for un-
Wtinted giving. contributions will be re-
esived In churches throughout the
gountry.
s 'Phe destitute ministered to by the
committee comprise, roughly, 1,000,000
Armenians in deportation camps in Tur-
key and in refugee bands in Syria, the
RusSian Caucasus, and Egypi; 1.000,000
ans, whose crops and homes have
been confiscated, and 1wy Assyrian
Christian women and child:en in Kurd-
estan and Persia, who have absolutely
po protection against Winter coxcept
what comes from rellef funda. The
money cabled by the comumittee is spent
gnder the direct supervisien f Ameri-
ean Consuls and missionaries, and, in
gome cases, of Russian and German of-
ficials and teachers.

& rhe $2,000,000 contribnted came from
at least twenty countries or depend-
encles, the American Committee actling
a8 an international relief agency. Sub-
stantial gifts have come from China,
Korea, Japan, France, Egypt, the Phil-
tppines, Hawali, Alaska. British Colum-
pia, Cuba. and several South American
tgpnblj& One check came from the
Nez Perce Indianz. The bulk of the
gifts came from the United States, how-

Qver.

__*The Christmas ship cargo, which =il
completely assembled as soon as suf-
clent funds are reccived, will be loaded
gboard the Caesar as soon as that ves-
wel reaches New York from Charleston,
6. C., where, under orders from Secre-
of the Navy Daniela, day and
night repair shifts are putting her in
ape. The Caesar will leave Charles-
:2on Dec. 2, stopping, at Norfolk for coal.
‘Sé=qifts for the Christmas cargo are
ng in rapidly to the Bush Terminal,
rooklyn, in care of Albert W. Staub.
*he committee has just received a check
for $10.0x) from The Christian Herald
to be used In the purchase of wheat,
flour, and rice to go on the Christmas
vessel. This check makes a total of
$25,000 contiributed by subscribers and
triends of that paper for Armenian aud

8yrian relief.””
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ARMENIAN COUNCIL
PROTESTS T0 BERLIN

Asks That Measures Be Taken
| to End Excesses of the
f Turkish Troops.

GERMANY IS RESPONSIBLE

Her Insistence at Peace Conference
Resulted in Withdrawal of Rus-
slans, It Is Pointed Out.

LONDON, April 14.—Russia has fol-
fowed her protest in Germany against
the Turkish operations in the Caucasus,
which have resulted in wholesale
murders of the Armenian population, by
forwarding a similar protest by the
Armenian National Council, addressed
to the German Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and the President of the Reich-
stag. This protest, veceived from the
Russian wireless system and given out
by the British Admiralty through the
Wireless Press, reads: ‘

* The Armenian National Council, as
the supreme body for the cxpression of
the will of the Armenian people, is ad-
dressing you in connection with the
tragic state of things in Armenia. Ar-
menia is flooded with blood and, only
recently saved from centuries of slav-
ery, is again condemnecd to fresh suf-
ferings. Following upon the with-
drawal of the Russian troops, Turkish
troops have alrcady invaded the unde-
fended country and are not only killing
every Turkish Armenian, but also every
Rusgsian in Armenia.

“In spite of the terms of the peace
treaty, which recognizes the right of
self-determination for these (Caucasian
regions, the Turkish Army is advancing
toward Kars and Ardahan, destroying
the couniry and killing the Christian
gopulation.  The vesponsibility for the
future destiny of the Armenians lies en-
tirely with Germany, because it was
Germany’s insistance that resulted in
the withdrawal of the Russian troops
from the Armenian regions, and at the
moment it rests with Germany to pre-

vent the habitual excesscs of the Turk- ‘
ish troops, increased by revengefulness
and_anger. . |

.1t is hard to believe that a civilized
State. like Germany, which has the
means for preventing the excesses of
her ally, will permit the Brest-Litovsk
treaty to be used by the German people. !
who have been involved in war aguinst !
their own will, as a means for the cre- |
ation of incalculable sufferings.

«The National Council firmly be-
J{eves that you will undertake the
necessary measures, which depend sole-
ly upon you. io infiuence the Turkish
authorities with a view to saving the
Armenian people from fresh horrors.”

* MURDER OF MAR SHIMUN.

{ L
Svrian Catholicos First Head of a
Nationality to Perish in the War.

The American Committee for Armen-
tfan and Syrian Relief last night gave
out the following concerning Mar Shi-
mun, head of the Assyrian Church, who
was killed recently, according to 2 cable-
gram received by the State Department

at Washington on Saturday.
Mar Shimun is the first political head

of a nationality who has paid the su-

preme sacrifice of this war. To his’

people he was both King Albert and|

Cardinal Mercier. In 1903, when a boy
of 16, Mar Shimun was selected tO
become Catholicos or Patriarch, to suc-
ceed his uncle, Ruwel Reuben, who was
on the point of death. He was con-
gecrated Catholicos on April 12 of that
year. He was educatled by native teach-
ers and by members of the mission
established by Archbishop Benson of
Canterbury at the Patriarchal seat,
Qudshants, (IXochannes,) in Kurdistan.

His elder sister, Surma, who ranked
next to him in influence over his peo-
ple, also was educated at the mission
and later became a recognized author-
ity on canon law and Church history.

‘Attacked by the Turks in June, 1915,
Mar Shimun and_ his 125,000 Assyrian
ighlanders defended the nalrrow valley
of their mountain home, which might
be termed a Switzerland in Asia. After
Turkish mountain guns had battered
down ancient castles and churches, the
Assyrians were forced to abhandon their
valiey and retreat to mountain fast-
nesses.,

When their supplies ran out, Mar
fhimun. with a handful of .warriors,
risked grave perils 1o reach the Russian
lines at Salmag, Persia, but the Rus-
sians, weakened by the loss of Warsaw,
could give no assistance.  Then Mar
Shimun, returning to hiz people, was
forced to lead them down to the
plateaus of Northwestern Persia, where
they sganored over the plains of Salmas
and Urumiah. There 15 per cent. of
them died from cold and hunger.

As 138th Catholices of the cast he
maintained the ancient traditlons and
his people almost worshipped him.
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FERSIAN ARKENIA
RAVAGED BY TURKS

Massacre at Urumiah—47,000
Refugees Reach British Lines
.in Mesopotamia.

LONDOXN, Oct. 10.— Mesopotamian
dispatches received_here record the ar-
rival inslde the British 1ines of 47,000
Assyrian, Armenian, and Russian. refu-

gees from TUrumiah, Persian’ Armenia,
who broke through the Turkish front
and made their escape.

Another 10,000 refugees, according “to
the dlbpatches. are distributed’in Kurdi-
stan towns or. are wandering in the
hills. The Turks pursued them, but
were driven back by British cavalry.

Later the Turks entered Urumiah and.
massacred 200 persons, mostly old men.
It i1s reported that 600 Christian womenh
have been distributed among the Turkish
troops and the Moslem mha.bltants of
Trumiah.
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